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CanMP sachin hawk colas?

Actlwsts Say He Shouldn’t, Elders Say There’s No Wrong

CDSMani | TNN

Chennai: Now that he is a
parliamentarian, can crick-
et icon Sachin Tendulkar
continue topush productshe
has been endorsing? No,
feels Delhi-based Alliance
Against Conflict of Interest,
which wants him to stop pro-
motingaleading cola brand.

“Nobody challenged him
all these years when as a
cricket celebrity he en-
dorsed the drink, but it is
time for him to ponder if, asa
member of the Rajya Sabha,
he should push a beverage
considered unhealthy,” Alli-
ance convener Arun Gupta
told TOL

Gupta, a member of the
Prime Minister’s council on
India’s nutritional challeng-
es, cited WHO reports link-
ing excessive consumption
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of aerated drinks to obesity,
heart disease and other ail-
ments to justify the demand.
“As a paediatrician with 37
years’ experience and work-
ing on nutrition issues, I
strongly feel Tendulkar
should stop endorsing the
drink in public interest,”
Guptasaid.

Congress RaJya Sabha

MP and lawyer B S Gnanade-
sikan begged to disagree.
“Tendulkar isa much bigger
role model as a cricketer
than as an MP and the argu-
ment that he should stop en-
dorsing the product because
he has become a parliamen-
tarianisflawed,” he said.
Justas parliamentarians
whoare doctors, film starsor
advocates continue to pur-
sue their profession as that
is their source of earning,
cricketers too can continue
to play and promote prod-
ucts in their capacity as ce-
lebrity sportspersons, he
said. “I take colas that donot
contain sugar and calories
though friends and relatives
advise me against it,” he ad-
mitted, adding, “Colas con-
tain caffeine that acts as a

stimulantand also increases

theheartbeatrate.”

Another Rajya Sabha MP
Sudarsana  Natchiappan,
whohasintroducedaprivate

‘member’s bill on conflict of

interest, feels that till there
is a law in force on the issue
Tendulkar or other celebrity
parliamentarians can at the
most be culpable only at an
ethical level.

Conflict of interest
would arise, he said, if Ten-
dulkarbecomes amember of
the parliamentary commit-
tee on water resources or
health and wants to speak on
the subject. “He then has to
reveal his role as an ambas- |
sador for the cola brand pri-
or to participation in the de-
bate,” said Natchiappan.

“The conflict of interest
concept has not matured in
India sofarand it isup to the
individual MPtotakeacall,”
hesaid. \




